Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DURBAN 00125 012031Z 

67 

ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 

INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 10-10 /073 W 

061229 

R011353Z APR 75 
FM AMCONSUL DURBAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1943 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 

CONFIDENTIAL DURBAN 0125 

CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SF, SG 

SUBJECT: DAKAR DENIES POSSIBLE APPOINTMENT OF NATAL LAW 
PROFESSOR AS HONORARY CONSUL 

REF: DURBAN 59 

1. DAILY NEWS OF MARCH 29 QUOTES "WELL-PLACED SOURCES" 

IN DAKAR AS DENYING RUMOR THAT NATAL UNIVERSITY LAW PROFESSOR 
BAREND VAN NIEKERK WOULD BE APPOINTED SENEGALESE HONORARY CONSUL 
IN SOUTH AFRICA. ALTHOUGH PRAISING VAN NIEKERK AS "A 
DEMOCRAT, A JURIST, A PHILOSOPHER, A LIBERAL AND A HUMANITARIAN" 

AND ADMITTING HE WAS A PERSONAL FRIEND OF SENGHOR WHO WAS 
PERMITTED ACCESS TO SENEGAL, UNNAMED SOURCE INSISTED GOVERNMENT 
HAD NEVER ENTERTAINED IDEA OF APPOINTING HIM AS HONORARY CONSUL. 

2. COMMENT: DESPITE DENIAL, CONGEN HAS VIEWED LETTER FROM 
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SOUND SAG ON POSSIBLE APPOINTMENT OF VAN NIEKERK. DENIAL 
PRESUMABLY INDICATES CHANGE OF POLICY STEMMING FROM EITHER 
SAG REFUSAL TO ACCEPT VAN NIEKERK APPOINTMENT OR, POSSIBLY, 

PRESSURE FROM OTHER AFRICAN STATES AGAINST SUCH A MOVE. IT 
IS PRESUMED VISIT OF SENEGALESE MISSION TO SA (DAKAR 151) 

IS STILL ON. 

HOLMES 
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